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FEBRUARY MEETING: The next regular meeting of the Audubon As-

sociation of the Pacific will be held on Thursday evening, the 14th of Febru-

ary, at 8 o’clock, in the Board Room of the State Board of Harbor Commission-
ers, Room 19, Second Floor, Ferry Building.

The recessed Annual Meeting will be resumed for the election of officers.

At the regular meeting Mr. C. A. Harwell will report progress made in the

State Bird Election Campaign, and announce the future plans of his commit-

tee in co-operation with the other Audubon Societies of the State. He will

have interesting matters to report and there will be an excellent opportunity

for anyone to express his views. Members are urged to attend and to con-

tribute to the formulation of plans for a more active participation of the Asso-

ciation in the campaign that may draw to a close in a few months.

* * *

FEBRUARY FIELD TRIP will be taken to Easton on Sunday, Febru-

ary 17th. The party will form at the corner of Fifth and Market Streets, San
Francisco, to take motor bus leaving there about 8:55 a. m. East Bay members
should reach Ferry Building not later than 8:20 and take car up Market to

Fifth Street. Bring lunch and canteens filled as there is no drinking water at

luncheon place. Leave bus at Easton Drive. Walk to top of ridge for lunch,

to San Andreas Lake and back to highway at Uncle Tom’s Cabin, about nine

miles. Return by bus or trolley. Bus fare, 25 cents each way.

¥ % *

PROCEEDINGS OF THE ANNUAL MEETING : The twelfth annual
meeting of the Audubon Association of the Pacific was held on the 10th of Jan-

uary, 1929, in the Board Room of the State Board of Harbor Commissioners,

Ferry Building, San Francisco. President F. W. D’Evelyn presided, and Mrs.

Carl Smith officiated as Secretary.

Annual reports were presented by the President, the Treasurer and the

Chairman of the Outing Committee. These are reproduced in this copy of the

Association’s bulletin.

When it came to the election of officers it was decided to defer the same
to next month, and accordingly a motion was carried to recess the meeting to

the 14th of February.

Mr. E. R. Kauffman of San Francisco, editor of the Pacific Sportsman

magazine, appeared at our meeting in continuation of his general game and

wild life conservation talk. His attendance at this meeting followed a radio

broadcast with Bert Harwell over Station KGO, when Kauffman gave his

reasons for not advocating the California Valley Quail as the State Bird.

Despite the sentimental vote expression which places the quail far ahead

in the popularity contest being conducted, the Sportsman’s editor emphatically

declared that undoubtedly the selection of the quail would be immediately
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followed by an attempt to have this little king of game birds removed from the
game bird list. He contended that sportsmen have, for many years, exerted
their time and effort toward affording protection for quail as a game bird and
that were it removed from the game list the sportsmen’s energetic protective
work would be automatically removed due to lost interest.

Kauffman reiterated his former statements regarding wild life being a
valuable resource and one worthy of systematic sympathetic interest of all citi-

zens of the State from an economic viewpoint as well as from the recreational
or sentimental side.

The main topic of the evening’s talk was on depredations to bird life from
predatory animals, birds and snakes. The semi-wild house cat, according to

Kauffman’s observations, is rated the worst quadruped offender to beneficial

bird life, with the sharp-shinned hawk, the most predacious of birds, and the
common gopher snake leading in the reptile kingdom.

In the editor’s opinion, California is extremely lax in its efforts to insti-

gate adequate control measures on predatory animals and birds, stating that
the only really effective work done thus far by the Fish and Game Commission
has been in connection with the mountain lion. It was stated that nothing is

being done by that State body with respect to bobcats, coyotes, predacious
hawks and lesser offenders.

Kauffman contends that as much effort and money should be expended on
control of predatory species as is used annually for raising game birds and for
other protective work.

In conclusion he appealed to the Audubon Association of the Pacific to

make a special effort to back the sportsmen in their persistent efforts to obtain
a definite predatory animal control in California and to help in the educational
campaign being waged against the semi-wild house cat.

* * *

THE PRESIDENT’S ANNUAL REPORT
During the year 1928, the activities and services of the A. A. P., I am

pleased to report, were well sustained and quite successfully and efficiently

rendered. These included regular monthly meetings, with popular and tech-
nical addresses by experts, often illustrated; monthly field trips, with ac-

curately recorded observations; monthly publication of the official magazine,
The Gull, which has attained an international recognition and acceptance.

With the rapid extension of general interest in birds, and of desire for
popular information concerning same, local Audubon Associations should aim
at being the instruments of such demands, and thus readily co-operate with
nature-study groups, teachers, “bird-lovers” and editors.

The activity associated with the election of a State bird (happily initiated
by the California Audubon Society)

,
will prove to be a source of great awaken-

ing in bird matters, not alone throughout the State, but in allied associations
wherever found.

The kinship of “Game,” “Sporting,” “Conservation,” “Protection,” presses
very closely upon “wild-bird welfare,” so that the relationship must be recog-
nized and neither lightly esteemed, much less dismissed, with the passing
tribute of a sigh. It is Audubon business to know what is going on in every
sphere of “wild-life,” not only in the State, but in the nation—in the world.

Is it too much to ask the members and friends of the A. A. P. to allow then-
loyalty, enthusiasm and co-operation with the Association and its services to

be for 1929 “realities”—things liberally and well done?

Frederick W. D’Evelyn, President.

January 10, 1929.
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REPORT OF THE TREASURER
Commercial Account:

Cash on hand January 3, 192S $ 48.24

Receipts:

Annual dues for 1926 and 1927 $ 6.00
Annual dues for 192S 254.00
Subscriptions to The Gull 3.71

Contributions to State Bird Fund 11.50 $275.21

$323.45
Expenditures:

Publishing The Gull $251.00
Stationery 33.84
National Association of Audubon Societies 5.00

Christmas donation to janitor 10.00

$299.84
Cash on hand January 3, 1929 23.61 $323.45

Savings Account:

Balance January 3, 1928 $305.92
Life Memberships January 3, 1928, to January 3, 1929.... 75.00

Interest on Savings Account 13.25 $394.17

Total: Commercial and Savings Accounts $417.78

Chas. A. Bryant, Treasurer.
¥ ¥ *

REPORT OF THE OUTING COMMITTEE
Your Committee reports the following results of the monthly field trips

taken during 1928:

One trip was made to each of the following: Alameda County: Baumberg,
Lake Merritt and Cashion; Marin County: Point Bonita, Tennessee Cove, Mill

Valley, Big Lagoon and Fairfax-Ross; San Mateo County: Easton-San Andreas
Lake; two trips, in San Francisco County, spring and fall excursions to Lake
Merced and a summer and winter outing to Golden Gate Park.

It is interesting to note that despite the decrease in number of different

members attending these trips, 45, with the resultant smaller attendance aver-

age, 11, the total number of birds observed during the year increased to 547,

with an excellent record of 155 different species; this latter included seven new
sub-species and brought the general average of birds observed per trip to 45.

The largest number of species observed was on the trip to Fairfax in No-

vember, being 57, next that to Point Bonita in March and that to Easton in

February, 54 and 53 respectively.

Five entirely new birds were added to the list: pectoral sandpiper, surf

bird, prairie falcon, long-eared owl, Cabanis woodpecker.

The following were missing from the records: common loon, redhead, clap-

per rail, blackneck stilt, Myrtle and Townsend warblers, golden-crowned king-

let, red-backed sandpiper and marbled godwit, the latter two not having been

observed since 1926. However, ten 1926 acquaintances were renewed as also

were one of 1925; one of 1924; three of 1923 and one of 1922: the black turn-

stone.
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The most popular trip from the standpoint of membership attendance was
that of January to Lake Merritt, closely followed by one presenting physical
exertion and beauty, Point Bonita, which, as above noted, also netted the sec-

ond highest number of birds observed.

Your Chairman is most appreciative of the excellent and willing leader-

ship given during 1928 and takes this opportunity to thank each and every
member of the Committee and of the Association who so kindly contributed to

the success of this work. She bespeaks a continuance of the fine spirit of as-

sistance and cooperation.
Bessie W. Kibise, Chairman.

San Francisco, January 10, 1929.

¥ ¥ &

ANNUAL CENSUS OF WATER FOWL AT LAKE MERRITT,
OAKLAND, JANUARY 13, 1929

A census of the water fowl Avas taken betAveen 1:15 and 3:15. Tavo groups
of four obseiwers each and a group of five Boy Scouts under Scoutmaster Ar-
thur Myer were assigned to different areas of the lake, a fairly accurate count
being obtained.

Both the numbers of species and individuals Avere considerably larger than
for 1927 and 1928. In spite of the increase in building activities and automo-
bile traffic around the lake, the increase in the number of birds is Arery en-
couraging.

DUCKS
Canvas-back 725
Pintail 480
Baldpate 388
Scaup 200
Ruddy 189
Ruffle-head G9

Mallard 45
American golden-eye 21
Shoveller 6

European widgeon 2

Green-winged teal 2

Redhead 1

Total 2,128

OTHER SPECIES
Bonaparte gull 116
California gull 91
Glaucous-Avinged gull 8

Ring-billed gull 6

nerring gull 4

Western gull 2

Coot 3S6
Eared grebe 90
Western grebe 8

Horned grebe 7
Pied-billed grebe 6

Farallon cormorant 13
Great blue heron 1

Forster tern 1

Total 739

Observers: Mrs. Van Horn, Miss Cohen, Miss Beryl Kautz, Miss Kautz, Dr.
Card, Messrs. Bolander, Bryant, Lockerbie, Myer, and five Scouts.

¥ ¥ ¥

BIRDS ON THE BAY
In a recent number of The Gull Mr. Joseph Mailliard has given us care-

fully detailed information for the recognition of the various species of gulls
occurring on San Francisco Bay. To learn to know the birds is well, but to

put the knowledge to further account is still better, and as one grows familiar
with the species it becomes evident that each kind has peculiarities of behavior
that are not to be explained by casual observation. Recognition of the species
and careful and continuous watchfulness may give the clew. The Avriter has
been Avatching the gulls during most of the past tAVo years, while commuting
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across the Bay on the Key Route boats between the Oakland mole and San
P rancisco, and though he finds that they pretty consistently run true to form,
he has no explanation to offer for most of their various actions—except, per-
haps, that it is because they choose to do things as they do. During three-
fourths of the year (leaving out the midsummer period when only a handful of
non-breeding and off-plumaged birds remain), the California Gulls, with an
indeterminate number of Ring-bills (I cannot distinguish between them in life
with certainty), form at least four-fifths of the hovering flocks that trail after
the ferry boats. The residue is composed of Glaucous-winged and Western,
with, very rarely, a Herring or a Heermann’s Gull. The Western Gulls mark-
edly prefer the eastern shore of the Bay, where they patrol the mud flats with
a lesser number of California and Glaucous-winged, or solemnly sit in solitary
meditation upon tall protruding piles, like so many St. Simeon Stylites of the
bird world. Also, like cattle in a field, they all face the same way, toward the
wind, lest their plumes be unduly ruffled. It is hard to be dignified while swal-
lowing a bristling starfish, but they do the best they can, for a diet of starfishes
is one of the attractions afforded by the piling. The Western Gull is relatively
uncommon in the flocks upon the San Francisco Ferry Building.

The California Gulls frequent in numbers the parks, open squares and play-
grounds of the communities on both sides of the Bay, but the Glaucous-winged
rarely, the Western almost never, resort to such places. They both are loathe
to leave salt water.

The Glaucous-winged Gulls share the piling on the east shore with the
Westerns, though in lesser numbers, they follow the boats not uncommonly, and
they swarm about the slips on the San Francisco side. The Short-billed Gull is

erratic, very rare some years, then (as during the present winter) present in
great numbers. The ferry boats mean nothing to them, but they find mys-
terious satisfaction in hawking about low over the water, into which they dip
from time to time, most commonly just outside the slips on the San Francisco
side, occasionally a little farther out on the Bay, very rarely on the Oakland
side.

Bonaparte’s Gulls also care nothing for the ferry boats, but haunt the
shallows on the eastern shores of the Bay, and occasionally the deep water in

the middle. I have never seen one alight on mole, piling or building on either
side. Herring and Heermann’s gulls are seen too rarely to give a basis for gen-
eralizations, but they both follow the boats at times. The gulls trail the boats
back and forth with never-ending patience, but it seems incredible that there
should be edibles enough garnered therefrom to satisfy a fraction of the hun-
gry swarm, hovering about like flies above a honey jar. Also, the crowds of

birds that contentedly occupy the roofs of the Ferry Building would seem to

an outsider to be most unprofitably occupied, but they look sleek and well-fed
enough. I pass all these questions on to other observers.

Incidentally, I wish someone would tell me why it is that all winter long
straggling companies of Loons pass northward across the Bay between 7 : 30
and 8:30 a. m. In the afternoon I see a few returning southward about 5 p. m.,

but apparently the main flight is either a little earlier or later, at a time when
I am rarely on hand. These and other similar problems (and there are a num-
ber of them) may be solved by others, wTho, like myself, have opportunity to

watch the birds from day to day, and who, unlike myself, may have sufficient

insight to explain the impelling motives behind their actions.
H. S. Swartii.

EXTRA
Extra Govt. HB Washington. D. C., Feb. 9, 1929.

C. B. Lastreto, San Francisco, Calif.

Norbeck Bill Passed. Gave active support.

Richard J. Welch [Congressman].
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NEST BUILDING OF THE ORIOLE
As one looks at the nest of an oriole he cannot help wondering how this

bird can hang a nest on the end of a limb where it sways with the wind and at
times is violently tossed and twisted by gales and make it remain there
through the period of fourteen days of incubation and the weeks following
until the young can fly. The oriole is recorded with occasionally using the
same nest the following year, but more often with building the nest close to

the old one and nearly always attaching the two together. In the foothills of

Mt. Diablo a fan palm, some fifteen feet in height, stands close to a bedroom
window. Its palms extend outward and upward at a sharp angle. These
palms with their smooth hard surface do not furnish food for either insect or
fruit-eating birds, nor do they furnish desirable nesting sites, as birds find it

impossible to attach their nests securely.

Just at dawn my attention was called to the presence of a bird in the palm
and I was told that this bird had been a constant visitor to the palm for the
past few days. My curiosity was aroused. The bird proved to be a female
Bullock oriole and it was some time before I could discover the reason for her
actions. She would drop into the palm and then a wild scramble would com-
mence. The insecure footing would often send her sliding down the leaf, to

catch herself at the bottom or take wing and then alight in the same place.

Now all this was taking place behind a leaf which interfered with obser-
vation. Occasional glimpses of the bird aroused my curiosity greatly until all

of a sudden a bird dropped out through a leaf, bringing up with a jerk and
swinging like a pendulum, with the bill firmly clamped on the strong thread-
like fibre of the fan palm.

The fibre I found took from seven and a half to two pounds pressure to
break and it seemed that the oriole had discovered or always knew that the
weight of her dropping body was the only way to snap these fibres where a
steady pull would fail. In all, there were five or six orioles nesting in the vicin-
ity and all collecting fibre from the same palm.

It is evident that the oriole chooses her nesting materials wisely and that
the ability to make a nest which will stand is not new to her, for she learned it

from her mother. The male did no work at all, but encouraged his mate en-
thusiastically by singing his beautiful song.

I have heard of the male in the human form doing just the same thing,
which shows a strong personality.

* ¥ * Carl R. Smith.

1928 CHRISTMAS CENSUS
Mr. C. A. Bryant (our Treasurer) organized census takers into various

groups and distributed them over the territory chosen; he submits the follow-
ing laconic report which, however, is all comprehensive. We would like to say
that the result is very satisfactory, but we hesitate to do so on reading the re-

port in the Phainopepla that the Southwest Bird Study Club of Los Angeles
counted 74 species in their census taken on the 21st. We felicitate our southern
sister and herewith present our own report:

San Francisco, California, December 23; 9 a. m. to 5 p. m. Clear; strong
north wind; 36° at start, 46° at return. Four groups (twelve observers, nine
on foot, three in automobile), covering Marina, Presidio, Golden Gate Park,
Lake Merced region and about one mile of ocean beach, all contiguous terri-

tory and within prescribed fifteen mile diameter. Holboell grebe 3; Horned
grebe 18; American eared grebe 93; Western grebe 26; Pied-billed grebe 53;
California brown pelican 1; Farallon double-crested cormorant 23; California
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great blue heron 1; American bittern 2; common mallard 187; Baldpate 23;
American pintail cluck 29; Canvas-back duck 154; Lesser scaup duck 126; Ring-
necked duck 10; Buffle-head duck 7; White-winged scoter 11; Surf scoter 4;
Ruddy duck 165; Sharp-shinned hawk 3; Western red-tailed hawk 2; Desert
sparrow hawk 4; Coast California quail 307; Florida gallinule 2; American
coot 763; Western snowy plover 10; Northern killdeer 98; Surf-bird 9; Ruddy
turnstone 2; Black turnstone 9; Wilson snipe 1; Western sandpiper 55; San-
derling 34; Glaucous-winged gull 20; Northern western gull 1296 -f-; American
Herring gull 12; California gull 1851 +; Ring-billed gull 20; Bonaparte gull 1;
Northern burrowing owl 1; Anna hummingbird 18; Monterey red-shafted
flicker 29; Sierra Nevada red-breasted sapsucker 1; Willow downy woodpecker
1; Rocky Mountain Say phoebe 1; Black phoebe 18; Santa Cruz chestnut-
backed chickadee 43; Pacific Coast bush-tit 153; Vigors Bewick wren 12; Tule
marsh wren 12; Western robin 90; Coast varied thrush 18; Dwarf hermit
thrush 43; Western ruby-crowned kinglet 24; American pipit 65; Pacific Audu-
bon warbler 325; Townsend warbler 1; San Francisco yellow-throat 19; West-
ern meadowlark 46; California Brewer blackbird 312; California linnet 6; San
Francisco spotted towhee 25; San Francisco brown towhee 1; Fox sparrow 67;
Pt. Pinos Oregon junco 76; Golden crowned sparrow 30; Nuttall white-
crowned sparrow 556; Santa Cruz song sparrow 87. Total 68 species, 7515 -f
individuals. Mrs. Miram Bracelin, Mr. and Mrs. P. F. Bunker, Mr. and Mrs.
A. B. Stephens, Mrs. Ynes Mexia, Miss Ethel Crum, R. Brown, C. A. Bryant,
Herman de Fremery, Arthur Meyer, Carl Smith.

* * ¥

THE JANUARY FIELD TRIP was taken to Lake Merritt, Oakland,
under the leadership of Mr. Arthur Myer.

The party assembled at the feeding grounds at 10 a. m., the regular feed-

ing hour, and found the feathered host there to partake of the liberal rations
provided by the City of Oakland, a great city’s contribution to a great cause.

Throughout the year in this sanctuary in the heart of Oakland both land and
water birds find refuge.

Here no fowler’s aim disturbs them; few or none of their natural enemies
molest them, nor do they feel the pangs of hunger that are apt to be their lot

elsewhere, since their natural habitats are fast disappearing under the pro-

gram of reclamation.

From this haven they go forth strong to their breeding grounds and dis-

tribute themselves over a greater part of the continent, as is proven by recov-

ered birds bearing the Lake Merritt bands.

In this seething mass of bird life, pintails were the most numerous, bald-

pates, canvas-backs and scaups being next in numbers. A few mallards and
shovellers gave color to the throng. Some ruddies sat a short distance apart.

Two female green-winged teal were there and two European widgeons, rare

visitors from afar.

Noble travelers, by what route did you come? When you left your summer
Iceland home, why did you set your course across those Arctic wastes, the

snow-crowned Rockies and smoking Lassen, to this land of ours? Or per-

chance you loitered along the Northwest passage and descended our western

coast. Or did you wing your way o’er vast Siberia to our Alaskan shore?

Whatever your route or purpose here, we welcome you and hope you spend

your other winters with us.

The goose family was well represented with six snow, two white-fronted,

two Cackling and one Hutchins goose.
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Close views were had of the ring-hilled, California, Herring, western and
glaucous-winged gulls. Brewer blackbirds, English sparrows and tame pigeons

completed the feeding ground list.

At the east end of the lake the canvas-backs and scaups, both greater and
lesser, were very numerous and among them was sighted another visitor

rarely seen here, the redhead duck. A large flock of buffle-heads and two small

flocks of golden-eyes rested on the water near the island, also a flock of over

one hundred Bonaparte gulls.

Only one species of the Bay region’s winter gulls was missing: the short-

billed gull. Grebes, geese, ducks and many of the land birds were proportion-

ately well represented.

Some of the early arrivals had scouted the .grounds for land birds with
good results. Later in the afternoon, after the lake observations were con-

cluded and the water bird census taken, a small party covered the grounds
hoping to verify an observation made by one of the members, of a California

brown thrasher, a rather uncommon bird on the Audubon list. The search was
successful. Four additions were made to the previous list: Anna hummer,
Fox sparrow, quail and titmouse, making the extra effort well worth while.

Birds encountered were: Western, horned, eared and pied-hilled grebes,

American white pelican, Farallon cormorant, California great blue heron,
snow, white-fronted, Hutchins and cackling geese, mallard, European widgeon,
baldpate, green-winged teal, shoveller, American pintail, redhead, canvas-
back, greater and lesser scaup, American golden-eye, buffle-head and ruddy
ducks, California quail, coot, glaucous-winged, northern-western, Herring,
California, ring-billed and Bonaparte gulls, Forster’s tern, Anna hummer,
Monterey red-shafted flicker, California jay, titmouse, bush-tit, wrentit, Cali-

fornia brown thrasher, hermit thrush, robin, ruby-crowned kinglet, pipit,

cedar waxwing, Audubon warbler, Brewer blackbird, California linnet, brown
towhee, Fox, Nuttall white-crowned, golden-crowned and Santa Cruz song
sparrows. On the Bay: surf scoters and sand pipers; 55 total species.

Those in attendance were: Members: Mesdames: Bracelin, Kibbe, Mexia,
Myer, Stephens; Misses: Boegle, Carnahan, Cockefair, Cohen, Ethel Crum,
Pettit, Werner; Messrs: Bunker, Bryant, Jencks, Lockerbie, Myer and Dr.
Card. Guests: Mesdames: Bradley, Brochier, Dean, Kellerman, Van Horn;
Misses: Beryl and Olive Kautz; Messrs: Bacigalupi, Bolander, Brochier,
Cohen, Dean, Galloway, Kellerman, Kellogg, Kitagki, Merrow, Nichols, Peter-
son, Smith, Stephens, Stevenson, 18 members, 22 guests.

C. W. Lockerbie, Historian.

AUDUBON ASSOCIATION OF THE PACIFIC
for the study and the protection of birds
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Corresponding Secretary... C. B. Lastreto 260 California St., San Francisco

Treasurer Chas. Bryant Room 1011, 65 Market St., San Francisco

Meets second Thursday of each month at 8:00 p.m,, in the Board Room of the State

Board of Harbor Commissioners, Ferry Building, Second Floor, Room 19.
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